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Blue Ribbon Vigil of Hope




    ___________________________________________________

March 20, 2011 
Dear Pastor,

We are writing to enlist your support for awareness activities in our community during April: National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Child abuse continues to be a serious community wide problem. Last year alone over 50,000 calls were made to 241-KIDS, the local hotline for reporting child abuse and neglect. We ask that you make a commitment to speak to the topic of child protection and promote involvement of your membership in local events throughout the month of April.

By utilizing public media, education, and grassroots advocacy, we strive to work together with community partners to raise public awareness and implement prevention strategies around this still too silent epidemic that affects nearly a quarter of our nation’s children.

We challenge you to join us in making this topic front and center in your church on April 3rd. Designated as “Blue Sunday”, this day has been endorsed in many faith communities as time to preach about the responsibility of adults for keeping children safe and to offer prayers of support for those who work in our community to care for those harmed by abuse: child protection services workers, therapist, doctors, nurses and child advocates. Invite your members to wear a blue ribbon to remember and pray for all children who have been bruised and broken by violence.

To help bring this awareness and support together Greater Cincinnati VOTF is hosting the second annual “Blue Ribbon Vigil of Hope”, candle light vigil to acknowledge the reality of this challenging problem in our community. All are invited to join in this community gathering in support of the survivors of abuse and their families. The vigil will begin at 5 PM Sunday evening April 10th.  It is being hosted at the Arlington Memorial Gardens (Mt. Healthy). Call 513-231-5271 for more information.
On Saturday, April 23rd, the Family Nurturing Center of Northern KY is hosting a Blue Ribbon 5K Race and Family Fun Walk. We encourage you to sponsor a group from your congregation to come out and participate in this event, as runners, walkers or volunteers.
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All proceeds support Family Nurturing Center’s many services to children and families all year long. Visit www.familynurture.org or call 859​-525-3200 for more information.
We invite you, your staff and your congregation to attend these events in support of those who have been abused. Posting announcements of these events in your bulletin/newsletter along with the reporting child abuse hotline numbers (241-KIDS –OH, 859-292-6550 –KY) will encourage those who may have been abused and those concerned about abuse to come together as a single voice to stamp out this tragic silent epidemic. 

We look forward to your support for these child abuse awareness and prevention initiatives. Together we can make a difference. 

Sincerely, 
Christi Eisenberg, 

President, Greater Cincinnati VOTF 

Fr. Richard Bollman, S.J., 

Pastor, Bellarmine Chapel 

Holly Schlaack

Child Advocate/Author of Invisible Kids: Marcus Fiesel's Legacy.

Fr. Richard A. Hobbs

Rector, Our Lady of Peace

Most Rev. Charles Smith, O.S.F.,

Bishop – Ohio Orthodox Catholic Church 

Rabbi Irvin M. Wise,

Senior Rabbi, Adath Israel

Jane Herms
Director, Family Nurturing Center 
Rebecca Born                                    Director, Connections: A Safe Place 

Rev. Dr. Randy W. Stearns,
Ohio River Valley District Superintendent United Methodist Church
Rev. Fred A. Shaw
Interim Sr. Pastor, Grace United Methodist 

Fr. Harry Meyer
Pastor Emeritus
Debbie German, Events Coordinator
Warriors For The Children


Suggested Announcements to reprint in Bulletins/Newsletters/Web: 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month:  
April 3rd Blue Sunday: Wear a blue ribbon. Pray for those who work in our community to care for those harmed by abuse. Help stop the silence. Talk about abuse and ways to prevent it with someone in your family or neighborhood.
April 10th, Blue Ribbon Vigil of Hope. All are invited for this community gathering in support of the survivors of child abuse and their families. The candlelight vigil will begin at 5 PM Sunday evening, hosted at the Arlington Memorial Gardens (Mt. Healthy). Call 513-231-5271 for more information.
April 23rd, Blue Ribbon 5K Race and Family Fun Walk.  A family event hosted at Northern Kentucky University. Online registration at www.familynurture.org  or call 859​-525-3200 for more information.

